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1. Claims 1-21 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 6-1 1 , filedl 1/1 5/07, with respect to Conway- 
Yokoyama have been fully considered and are persuasive. The Rejection of claims 1- 
21 has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of McDysan. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-10,12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McDysan et al [McDysan 7,046,680 B1]. 

3. Claim 1, McDysan discloses A method, comprising the steps of: 

(a) polling at least one location in a network to obtain information indicative of a 
level of utilization of said at least one location [monitored session, col 12 lines 25-46]; 

(b) computing a status of utilization of said at least one location based on said 

polled information and assigning a decision policy to said status [measure conformance 
to SLAs, col 13 lines 13-28; Policy server makes policy decision, col 11 lines 35-67; 
check the memory status and assign a priority, col 19 lines 30-45]; 
(e) assessing a priority level of a new voice call requesting to enter the network 
relative to priorities of existing calls on the network [marker/policer with higher or lower 
priority, col 7 lines 57-col 8 line 5; new service request, col 10 lines 44-63]; and 
(d) invoking said decision policy on the new voice call according to its relative 
priority level to the existing calls on the network and the decision policy in effect at the 
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time the new voice call requests entry to the network [invoking policy services, col 9 line 
40-45; col 17 lines 15-40; currently active session, col 15 lines 17-46]. 

4. Claim 2, McDysan discloses a first party initiating the new voice call is 2 checked 
for proper authorization to initiate the new voice call [authorized request, Fig 7E]. 

5. Claim 3, McDysan discloses a second party receiving the new voice call is 
checked for proper identification and registration in a network transmitting the new 3 
voice call [register, col 26 lines 5-10]. 

6. Claim 4, McDysan discloses if the priority level of an the existing call being 
entertained by a second party is lower than the priority level of the new voice call being 
initiated by a first party a preemption message is sent to the second party [High, low 
priority, col 7 line 65]. 

7. Claim 6, McDysan discloses the second party, terminates the existing call and 
the decision policy is invoked on the new voice call to determine its connection status to 
the second party [Policy server makes policy decision, col 1 1 lines 35-67]. 

8. Claim 7, McDysan discloses if the priority of the existing call is higher than the 
priority of the new voice call, the new voice call is rejected [High, low priority, col 7 line 
65]. 

9. Claim 8, McDysan discloses after step (a) but before step (b), step (al) includes 
polling the network to determine routing paths [monitoring traffic flow, col 8 lines 5-22]. 

10. Claim 9, McDysan discloses after step (al), determining if a status of variables 
selected from the group consisting of links and paths have changed since a previous 
update to assign the policy decision [col 10 lines 32-43]. 
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1 1 . Claim 10, McDysan discloses the policy decision includes sub-decisions of 
never blocking new voice calls having at least a highest relative priority, blocking a first 
percentage of new voice calls when a system link utilization exceeds a first percentage 
of system capacity for calls of an intermediate relative priority and blocking second 
percentage of new voice calls when link utilization exceeds a second percentage of 
system capacity for calls of a low relative priority level [Policy server makes policy 
decision, col 1 1 lines 35-67]. 

12. Claim 12, McDysan discloses the decision policy is distributed to one or more call 
control devices in the network [Policy server makes policy decision, col 1 1 lines 35-67]. 

13. Claim 13, McDysan discloses the one or more call control devices are one or 
more softswitches [control software, col 3 line 2]. 

14. Claim 14, McDysan discloses packets of information that carry the new voice call 
may be selectively dropped based upon the relative voice call priority level [High, low 
priority, col 7 line 65]. 

15. Claim 15, McDysan discloses the step of dropping packets of the lowest relative 
priority level voice calls when a buffer containing voice call data on the network is at a 
first percentage of total capacity [High, low priority, col 7 line 65]. 

16. Claim 16, McDysan discloses the first percentage of total buffer capacity is 
approximately 50% [desired bandwidth, available capacity, col 30 liens 9-32]. 

17. Claim 17, McDysan discloses the step of dropping packets from intermediate 
priority level calls when a buffer containing voice call data on the network is at a second 
percentage of total capacity [High, low priority, col 7 line 65]. 
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1 8. Claim 1 8, McDysan discloses the second percentage of total buffer capacity 
approximately 75% [desired bandwidth, available capacity, col 30 lines 9-32]. 

1 9. Claim 1 9, McDysan discloses the step of dropping packets from the highest 
relative priority level calls only if a buffer containing voice call data on the network is full 
[High, low priority, col 7 line 65]. 

20. Claim 20, McDysan discloses packets of information are handed in one class of a 
multi-class system, said one class having a plurality of sub-classes, each sub-class 
having a respective packet dropping precedent [multiple QoS classes, col 8 line 40]. 

21 . Claim 21 , McDysan discloses said one class is AFI and said multi-class system 
is Difffserv [Diffserv, col 7 line 42]. 

22. Claim 5, McDysan discloses A computer readable medium containing a program 
which, when executed, performs an operation of managing voice calls of different types 
of priority levels, the operation comprising: 

(a) polling at least one location in a network to obtain information indicative of a 
level of utilization of said at least one location [monitored session, col 12 lines 25-46]; 

(b) computing a status of utilization of said at least one location based on said 

polled information and assigning a decision policy to said status [measure conformance 
to SLAs, col 13 lines 13-28; Policy server makes policy decision, col 11 lines 35-67; 
check the memory status and assign a priority, col 19 lines 30-45]; 

(c) assessing a priority level of a new voice call requesting to enter the network 
relative to priorities of existing calls on the network [marker/policer with higher or lower 
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priority, col 7 lines 57-col 8 line 5; new service request, col 10 lines 44-63]; and 
(d) invoking said decision policy on the new voice call according to its relative 
priority level to the existing calls on the network and the decision policy in effect at the 
time the new voice call requests entry to the network [invoking policy services, col 9 line 
40-45; col 17 lines 15-40; currently active session, col 15 lines 17-46]. 



23. Claim 1 1 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thong H. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-3904. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on 571-272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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